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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A terminal for insertion into a receiver slot of a bulb socket assembly, 
wherein the terminal comprises: 

a. a lamp bulb connecting blade with at least one prong; 

b. a first terminal surface of the blade and a second terminal surface of the blade that are 
opposed from each other and connected to and integral with a base that is perpendicula r 
to the first and second terminal surfaces* wherein at least one of the first or second 
terminal surfaces is integral with the at least one prong; and 

c. a side wall that is integral with and conn ects the f irst terminal surface to the second 
terminal surface, the side wall being perpendicular to the base: and 

<J. at least three alignment features located on and ex t ending outward from the first arid 
second terminal surfaces, wfr OFOm - at - loast - one so that each of the first and second 
terminal surfaces has at least one alignment feature extending therefrom, with each of che 
alignment features being positioned on a portion of the first and second terminal surfac es 
that is in close proximity to the side wall and with each of the alignment features being 
positioned relative to one another on the first and second terminal surfaces to stabilize the 
at least one terminal once inserted into the receiver slot o f thoat - loaot throo alignment 
features is located oaoh of - tho - first and aooond lorminal surfaoos . 
(Original) The terminal of claim 1, wherein the at least two alignment features are bumps 
extending outward from the terminal surfaces of the blade. 
(Original) The terminal of claim 2, wherein the bumps are partial spheres. 

(Original) The terminal of claim 1, wherein at least two alignment features arc located on the first 
terminal surface. 



2. 

3. 
4. 
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5. (Original) The terminal of claim 1 , wherein at least two alignment features are located on the 
second terminal surface. 

6. (Original) The terminal of claim 1, wherein the at least one prong comprises a first prong and a 
second prong. 

7. (Original) The terminal of claim 6, wherein the first terminal surface is integral with the first 
prong and the second terminal surface is integral with the second prong, 

8. (Canceled). 

9. (Canceled). 

1 0. (Original>The terminal of claim 1 , wherein at least two alignment features are located on each of 
the first and second terminal surfaces. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The terminal of claim 1, fiirthef -whcrcin the base [[comprising]] compris es 
a cover plate feat is int e gral with th e blad e so that the blad e and-the first and s e cond t e rminal 
surfac e s ar e substantially p e rp e ndicular to th e ^over pla te. 

12. (Original) The terminal of claim 1 1 9 further comprising a terminal lead end that is integral with 
the cover plate, 

13. (Original) The terminal of claim 12, wherein the terminal lead end is substantially perpendicular 
to the blade and substantially parallel to the cover plate. 

14. (Currently Amended) A bulb socket assembly comprising: 

a. a bulb accepting body portion with at least one receiver slot that has a first wall 
and a second wall opposed from each other; 

b. a terminal accepting body portion connected to the bulb connecting body portion; 
and 

c. at least one terminal positioned in the bulb socket, the at least one terminal 
having 
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(i) a blade with at least one prong extending into the bulb accepting body 
portion through the at least one receiver slo t, the blade having a first terminal 
surface positioned and located next to the first wall of the receiver slot. 
(u) a l oad ond oonnoctod to the blad e and positioned in the tormh tal 
accepting body portion., 

a first t e rminal surfaoo of the blade that is positioned and located n e xt to 

th e first wall of th e at least ette-FOeoivor-slot, 

(iv) a second terminal surface opposed to the first terminal surface and that i$ 
positioned and located next to ihe second wall of the at least one receiver slot, 

(iii^> a side wall that is integral with a n d connects the first terminal surface to 
th,5 ?econ,d terminal surface, 

(iv) a base connected to and integral with the first and second terminal 
surfaces, the base being perpendicular to the terminal surfaces and side wall, a nd 

(v) at least three alignment features positioned on and extending outward 
from the first and second terminal surfaces, so that each of the first and second 
terminal surfaces has at least one alignment feature extending therefrom, with 
each of the alignment features being positioned on a portion of the first and 
second terminal surfaces that is in close proximity to the side wall and with each 
of the alignment features being positioned relative to one another on the first and 
second terminal surfaces to stabilize the at least one terminal in the at least one 
receiver slot at least one of the at least three alignm e nt featur e s or e locat e d on 
e ach of th e first and second t e rminal surfaces and so that each of die alignment 
fearures make contact with one of the first or second walls of the at least one 



PAGE 6/18 1 RCVD AT 6127/2005 6:52:12 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVRiU^TO-ffXRF-l/0 1 DNI$:8729306 1 CSID:3172365818 ' DURATION (mnvs$):04-50 



Jun-27-'05 05:-34pm Frora-ICE MILLER «35 317 2365818 T-660 P. 007/018 F-302 

Commissioner of Patents 
Serial No. 10/725,213 

Reply lo Office Action dated January 27, 2005 
Page 6 

receiver slot[[;]]. 

whorein at l e ast one of tho first or second terminal surfac e s - is integral with tho at least 
on e prong. 

1 5. (Original) The terminal of claim 14, wherein the alignment Features properly align the terminal in 
the bulb socket during insertion into the receiver slot 

16. (Canceled). 

1 ?. (Currently Amended) The bulb socket assembly of claim 14, wherein the base of the terminal 
further comprises a cover plate that is integral with th e blad e so that th e blad e and th e first and 
socond terminal surfaces ar e s ubstantially p e rpendicular to tho cover plato . 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The bulb socket assembly of claim 1 7, wherein the cover plate is integral 
with athe lead end of the terminal. 

19. (Currently Amended) The bulb socket assembly of claim 1 8, wherein the terminal lead end 
[[that]] js substantially perpendicular to the blade and substantially parallel to the cover plate. 

20. (Original) The bulb socket assembly of claim 19, further comprising at least one wire connected 
to the lead end of the at least one terminal. 

2 1 . (Original) The bulb socket assembly of claim 20, further comprising a sealing material positioned 
in the terminal accepting body portion, the sealing material substantially covering the cover plate 
and the lead end with the wire connected thereto of the ax least one terminal, wherein the sealing 
material seals the at least one wire to the terminal lead end and wherein the cover plate prevents 
the sealing material from entering into the bulb accepting portion. 

22. (Canceled). 

23. (Canceled). 

24. (Original) The bulb socket assembly of claim 14, wherein at least two alignment features are 
located on the first terminal surface. 
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25. (Original) The bulb socket assembly of claim 14, wherein at least two alignment features are 
located on the second terminal surface. 

26. (Original) The bulb socket assembly of claim 14, wherein at least two alignment features are 
located on each of the first and second terminal surfaces. 

27. (Original) The bulb socket assembly of claim 1 4, wherein the alignment features are bumps. 

28. (Currently Amended) The bulb socket assembly of claim j4 3?, wherein the alignment features 
are partial spheres. 

29. (Currently Amended) A method of assembling a socket assembly, wherein the method comprises 
the steps of: 

a. providing at least one terminal having 



(ii) a first terminal surface of the blade and a second terminal surface of the blade 
that are opposed from each other an d connected to and integral with a base, wherein at 
least one of the first or second terminal surfaces is integral with the at least one prong, 

(iii) a side wall that is integral with and connects the first terminal surface to the 
second terminal surface, the side wall first terminal surface and second terminal surfac e 
all being perpendicular to the base. 

£iv} at least three alignment features located on and extending outward from the first 
and second terminal surfaces, so that each of the first and second terminal surfaces has at 
least one alignment feature extending therefrom, with each of the alignment features 
being positioned on a portion of the first and second terminal surfaces that is in close 
proximity to the side wall and with each of the alignment features being positioned 
relative to one another on the first and second terminal surfaces to stabilize the at least 
one terminal whoroin at loual ono of the at least Ihreo alignmont-fonturos is locat e d on 



(0 



a lamp bulb connecting blade with at least one prong, 
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each of th e first and sooond torminol surfaces ; 

b. providing a bulb socket with at least one receiver slot wherein the receiver slot has a first 
wall and a second wall opposed from each other; and 

c. inserting the at least one terminal into the receiver slot so thai each of the at least three 
alignment features contact either the first wall Or second wall of the receiver slot. 

30. (Currently Amended) The method of assembling a socket assembly of claim 29, wherein the toise 
of the terminal comprises a cover plate, lamp bulb connecting blade is substantially perpendicular 
to and integral with a cov e r plat e* . 

3 1 . (Original) The method of assembling a socket assembly of claim 30, further comprising the step 
of substantially covering the receiver slot with the cover plate. 

32. (Original) The method of assembling a socket assembly of claim 3 1 , further comprising the step 
of substantially covering the cover plate with a sealing material. 

33. (New) A terminal for a bulb socket assembly, the terminal comprising: 

a lamp bulb connecting blade including a pair of terminal surfaces, each of the terminal 
surfaces having a prong; 

a side wall having a portion extending between the pair of term inal surfaces, the side wall 
including a latch; 

a terminal lead; and 

a cover plate connected to at least one of the terminal surface, side wall and terminal lead, 
wherein the cover plate is generally perpendicular to the side wall and the terminal surface. 

34. (New) The terminal of claim 33, wherein at least one of the terminal surfaces includes at least 
one alignment feature. 

35. (New) A bulb socket assembly comprising: 

a bulb accepting body including a bulb accepting body portion, a terminal accepting body 
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portion and at least one receiver slot; and 
at least one terminal comprising 

a lamp bulb connecting blade including at least one terminal surface having a 
prong that at least partially extends into the bulb accepting body portion through the 
receiver slot, 

a side wall, 

a terminal lead, and 

a cover plate connected to at least one of the terminal surface, the side wall an* I 
the terminal lead, 

wheTein the cover plate is generally perpendicular to the side wall and the 
terminal surface. 

36. (New) The bulb socket of claim 35, further including a wire connected to the terminal lead ami a 
sealing material received in the terminal accepting body portion and substantially covering a side 
of the cover plate, the terminal lead and a portion of the wire, and wherein the cover plate is 
positioned to generally inhibit passage of the scaling material into the bulb accepting body 
portion. 

37. (New) The bulb socket of claim 35, wherein the terminal surface includes at least one alignment 
feature. 

38. (New) The bulb socket of claim 35, wherein the side wall includes a latch. 

39. (New) The bulb socket of claim 35, wherein the lamp bulb connecting blade includes a pair of 
terminal surfaces. 
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